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through as well as might be. The sentimental and erratic
Rousseau led the way to a juster estimate. " Father " Pestalozzi,
the real founder of what is best in modern primary education,
combined insight with infinite sympathy. Froebel demonstrated
that play, so far from being a waste of time, is the true use of
time in childhood. And the doctrine of evolution, which com-
pletely altered the whole intellectual outlook in the nineteenth
century, helped to alter the outlook upon childhood. The
foundations of child-study laid by the pioneers have been built
upon by a host of subsequent investigators, chiefly psycho-
logical and medical. More and more widely it is being under-
stood that the scientific study of the child's needs must supple-
ment the promptings of natural afifection and the attraction of
babyhood's aesthetic charm.
Childhood The next period, which for shortness* sake we have
called childhood, but which would more properly
be called later childhood, takes us on to the approach or arrival
of adolescence, i.e. to about the twelfth year. In most countries
the period of what we used to call elementary education, carried
on in the common or folk school, has extended to the years
between twelve and fourteen. But it is now generally recognized
that the age of eleven is much more definitely epochal than the
age of fourteen* To this point we shall recur in our study
of educational institutions. During this period of childhood,
the rapid physical growth of the preceding period is continued,
about two inches being added annually to the boy's or girl's
stature. The child's physical and social environment provides
endless opportunity for the use of curiosity, which is a
dominating feature of this period, and which it is the first
business of wise educational arrangements to encourage and
utilize. Curricula and teaching methods which starve curio-
sity, and snub the young inquirer, stand self-condemned.
Excessive calls on the child's memory are sometimes defended
on the ground that memory is at its best at the age of eleven or